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MINUTES OF KOEBERG PUBLIC SAFETY INFORMATION FORUM HELD AT THE KOEBERG VISITORS CENTRE

ON 15 DECEMBER 2010

ATTENDEES

Mr and Mrs La Grange
A Gelant
T Wilson
B Rass
S Wilson
D Oliphant
Mr and Mrs Williamson

W T Henstock

V Ratu

M A Yhew

W Rass

B Maree

A Arries

T Stott

M A C Meyrick
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OFFICIALS

W van Schalkwyk (Chairperson)
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K Featherstone
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A C van Schalkwyk
EJ Kuyler
APOLOGIES

S van Rensburg
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N Lee

D Joshua

F Johannes
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1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairperson, Ms Welmi Van Schalkwyk welcomed everyone and declared the meeting open at 19:02. The chairperson tendered apologies from the City of Cape Town and extended a special welcome to Tony Stott (Eskom Spokes person), Marc Maree (Corporate Specialist Radiation Protection), Kevin Engel (Koeberg Nuclear Power Station’s Acting Power Station Manager) and Keith Featherstone (General Manager Nuclear Support).
2. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

· Correction on page 4:5 – Ms. Jurina van Wyk corrected to Ms Jurina Le Roux.
· Correction on page 2:3 – Title Senior General Manager corrected to General Manager.
3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of last official meeting were proposed by Smokie Hodgson and seconded by Mr Williamson.
4. MATTERS ARISING

Mr Williams raised the concern that the Land Fill Site issue is not on the agenda. The Chairperson apologised.

Mr Maree provided some information

At this point the city has not started any development and as soon as that has commenced, Eskom will reply.

Comment:

Mr Williams commented that two court cases have taken place to which Eskom has not replied.

Reply:
Mr Maree replied that the surrounding 5km radius is governed by the Atlantis Guide Plan and Eskom is not obligated to react against any unlawful acts.
Request:

MS Rass requested that the documentation referred to by Mr Maree, be made available to the meeting.

Reply:
Mr Maree replied that the document by Judge Griesel can be made available.
Question: 
Mr Mnisi asked what the feedback on the status of the Deputy Chairperson of the forum is.
5. PRESENTATION ON KOEBERG OUTAGES AND HOW THEY AFFECT YOU – KEVIN ENGEL

Question:

With regards to the statistics of 2000 employees working at KNPS (Koeberg Nuclear Power Station), are there any statistics showing where employed people actually reside? 
Answer:
Kevin Engel replied that the figures can’t be exact but that they could be organised.
Question:
How much of the total spend stays in South Africa and how much goes overseas?

Answer:

Kevin Engel replied that in terms of the labour force, about 80% is from within the country and only big machinery such as rotors, come from overseas ie: France.
Comment:
Mr Featherstone added that during a plant modification, the opposite occurs as 80% of the total capital is spent overseas and 20% remains within the country. He also advised that Eskom is still one of the biggest Forex exchangers.

Question:
Turbines have been sourced exclusively from France for the past 20 years, why is it that KNPS has not yet acquired the local expertise to manufacture within the country, has there been any focus to locally source machinery?
Answer:
Mr Engel replied that Eskom follows Government regulation and everything is done through a tender process. South Africa does not yet have the capacity to build turbines.

Question

Ms Rass asks, from hearing that most of the specialists are imported, why not empower and invest in our people in order to keep the money internal?
Answer:
Mr Stott replied that it is the first time in 26 years that a turbine has been replaced in South Africa, not just Eskom. It is not economically viable for a company to manufacture a turbine which will be used every twenty odd years. Furthermore 80% of a coal fired power station’s manufacturing is done in South Africa. If more nuclear power stations are built, depending on the SA 
Government’s decision, a big part of the strategy will be how to resolve the problem of keeping it local.
Comment:
Mr Engel added that Eskom is proudly South African and that there are specific interventions in place, which ensure that there is no over reliability on over seas labour.
Comment:
Mr Featherstone commented that when the demographics of the KNPS staff upon commissioning, are compared with those of the present day, one can see that the reliance on foreign labour has almost completely disappeared.  
Question:
Mr Meyrick asked whether the design of the turbines has completely changed, as well as what happens to the rotor?
Answer:
Mr Engel and Mr Featherstone answered that the rotors are cracked and will therefore be scrapped.
Question:
Once the outage is done, at which point does Eskom test whether the surrounding communities have been affected?
Answer:
Mr Stott  replied that there are two NIASA (Nuclear Industry Association of South Africa) programmes which are looking into development programmes through universities and schools as well as what the manufacturing industry can start doing to create skills, in the event of the Government agreeing to build more nuclear power stations.
Question:
Once all that is implemented, then there is a ‘brain drain’.
Answer:
Mr Stott replied that it is inevitable, there are programmes which look at those percentages but the investment has to be made regardless of the risk.
6. PRESENTATION ON RADIATION PROTECTION INSIGHTS – MARC MAREE

Question:
Over what period is the dose limit for the public?

Answer:

Mr Maree replied that it is 1msv over a year for the public.
Question:
Does one live with the radiation over the years or does it disappear?
Answer:
Mr Maree explained that radiation differs from contamination and that the body excretes radioactivity very quickly, it decreases with time.
Question:
Mr Maree was asked to elaborate on the concept of a concrete wall decreasing the amount of Gamma rays.
Answer:
Mr Maree explained that the rays either rebound or penetrate a little and thereafter are destroyed.
Question:
Why is it that there is more radiation in gold mines than any other?

Answer:

It depends on the ventilation system, Radon, which is a natural gas that seeps out and emits gamma rays.

Comment:
Mr Maree commented that he will leave his telephone number for those with questions.
Question:
How regularly do former employees at KNPS get tested for the effects of radiation, as some of them are known to have contracted cancers and died without access to Eskom, furthermore what measures are there to look at the effects on surrounding communities?
Answer:
Mr Maree replied that Eskom has a formal EP (Emergency Plan) which has looked at all the risks. Together with all key role players of the South African Government, the plan is constantly reviewed. This is done for not only Atlantis but also Mamre, Pela, etc even though the effects are not expected to stretch beyond the radius. Furthermore samples are taken of food and etc and have been tested regularly since1980, so far no deterioration has occurred.
Question:
Ms Rass asked when the EP will become a physical exercise, as it is currently all on paper.
Answer:
Mr Maree replied that the EP is practiced internally about six times a year. The plan is also tested independently by the NNR (National Nuclear Regulator), which meticulously tests each part of the plan ie: sirens.
Question:
What will happen if during an evacuation, traffic becomes gridlocked?
Answer:
Mr Maree explained the concept of contra-flow whereby in times of heavy traffic, an extra lane is opened. All the roads have been assigned ‘escape’ lanes for emergencies.

Suggestion:
Mr Maree suggested that the City of Cape Town, be invited to the forum in order to explain the plan in detail.

Question:

Can’t they see how this area is developing, yet the road remains so small.
Comment:
Ms de Villiers commented that the station should never get into a situation where the plan needs to be activated.
Comment:
Mr Featherstone commented that one should never forget that Koeberg and Chernobyl are two differently designed stations.
7. PRESENTATION ON UNIT 1 AIRBORNE CONTAMINATION INCIDENT – TONY STOTT
Question:

Members had to read about the incident in the newspaper, why was it not discussed at the last forum as that was the correct platform?
Answer:
Mr Stott replied that one of the findings from the incident was external communication, which is currently being looked into.
Question:
Is there anything in the recommendations which states what actions should be taken if communication fails again?
Answer:
Mr Engel replied that although communication was not very effective when the incident occurred, the involved people were later spoken with. Furthermore there are about 30 actions, one of which is a follow up with the involved people through counselling, medical assessment, etc.

Question:
What are the statutory powers of the PSIF forum? In the event of an emergency, Eskom could get together the members of the meeting to influence things somehow. The people would also like some material to read.
Answer:
Mr Stott replied that the PSIF is an information sharing platform with no ‘earth shattering power’.
Comment:
Ms de Villiers added that there is a drive to publish presentations with minutes on mediums such as the website, however this may seem cold to a person who did not attended the forum.
Comment:
Ms Rass commented that there is a need for more information sharing amongst civil society; this is the reason people tend to draw untrue conclusions and repeat questions. Furthermore ongoing workshops are needed in the communities.
Question:
Nuclear seems to be the way to go but does Eskom communicate with other nuclear power stations, to ensure this incident does not happen again?  
Answer:
Mr Engel replied that KNPS has a technical support centre; a formal contract with AREVA. They have got an emergency control centre which will be activated if we have an accident. KNPS is also a member of WANO (World Association of Nuclear Operators) and INPO (International Nuclear Plant Operators) and can talk to the world if anything were to occur. Furthermore KNPS has formal exercises with the French as well as exchange OE (Operational Experience).

Question:
When purchasing a nuclear power station with the South African Government’s involvement which is motivated by money, will we buy the cheaper kind for financial gain?
Answer:
Mr van Schalkwyk replied that one must be careful of the term inferior/superior plants as they are all regulated.

8. NEXT AGENDA ITEMS

It was reported that the NNR has been communicating with the Deputy Chairperson of the forum with regards to attendance, yet he is still not present.

Mr Moonsamy
With regards to the EP, it does not matter how safe a plan might be, if the public does not understand it or feel a part of it, they will be insecure. Mr Moonsamy suggested the development of a suppository platform for information sharing ie: online, etc.
Nuclear has pros and cons and if not properly regulated, there will be problems.

Furthermore this is an information sharing forum. The benefit of this forum will be you will go and share the information with others.

Mr Moonsamy also extended a special thank you to Welmi van Schalkwyk for stepping in. Every two years a Chair and a Deputy Chairperson must be elected, the time has come and gone in mid November 2010, to call for new nominations. The closing date for the newspaper nominations is today, 15 December 2010. Thereafter the NNR will sit in January 2011 and hopefully will have elected the relevant candidates by February 2011.

Question:
We were not informed of the public advert for a Chairperson and a Deputy?

Answer:

Mr Moonsamy replied that if you are registered on the PSIF database, you would be informed or invited.

Question:
The people would like some influence in who is chosen for the positions.
Comment:
Mr Moonsamy advised that the Deputy and Chairperson are the eyes of the public and are invited ie: to EP exercises.

Question:
Thank you for the forum, what happened to guidelines/directions for emergencies, it was quite comforting, does this still happen?
Answer:
Ms de Villiers replied yes.
Plant Status
Mr Engel reported that both KNPS reactors are running at full power. There is a problem on Unit 1; a leak of radiation on a fuel rod. Unit 1 will be shutdown on Sunday, 19 December 2010, in order to fix this problem.
Request:
The forum would like more information on Palmiet OCGT (Open Cycle Gas Turbine) In Atlantis next time.
Comment:
Mr Engel reported that WANO will be in South Africa, and Eskom will be hosting them in Cape Town.

Proposal for 2011 Agenda topics 

· Feedback on leaking fuel (Kevin Engel)
· Readiness status

· How we deal with financial compensation processes and OE 

· Structure of EP 

· Traffic/evacuation model

· ESL programme

· High level budget on KNPS costs

· Nuclear insurance

· The constant modifications on safety

· Why build more nuclear power station as opposed to extending KNPS (Nuclear 1 programme)

· Report on promises made (Marc Maree)

· Feedback on the status of the PSIF Deputy and Chairperson

· Findings on EP exercise

· Monitoring body for contract exploitation

Proposed date for next meeting is Thursday 10 March 2011.
9. GENERAL

Question:
Mr Moonsamy asked how does the public gain knowledge of Eskom’s CSI (Corporate Social Investment) contribution.
Question:
Ms Rass asked whether there is a monitoring body looking at the exploitation of contractors. 
Suggestion:
It was suggested that all incidents that have happened in between, be reported at the PSIF.
Suggestion:
Ms de Villiers suggested that Mr Engel give a frequent update on the plant and this was agreed upon. 
Meeting was officially closed at 21:45.
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