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Pelindaba Safety Information Forum Meeting
Date:  05 June  2010

Time:  10:00

Venue:  Meerhof School, Hartebeespoort
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	DESCRIPTION
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	PRESENT
Chantal Janneker 
Arie van der Bijl            
Rob Adam 

John van Vuuren 
Elliot Mulane                     
Eurika van Heerden
Pedro Carvallo 
Amelia Rennie-Kroon       
P Landby 

Bampie Beukes
Shaun Chetty                      
Paula van Rensburg               
Gilbert Lekwe                      
Nomtha Myoli                  
Daniel Fourie               
Bertus Pretorius               
John Walmesley                      Steve Brent                      Isabel Steyn
Kobus Theron                          Gino Moonsamy
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	INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME
John vanVuuren welcomed members at the meeting and encouraged them to take part in the discussions. He expressed his disappointment in the low number of community attendees, and highlighted certain factors such as: The change of meeting date, venue change, late distribution of minutes, and absence of notice boards, which probably had contributed to the low number. He mentioned that this issue will be addressed in the Working Committee after the meeting.  

	Chantal,John,Bampie
Pedro,Elliot,Esthel

Amelia
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	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the previous meeting was approved by Steve and seconded by Pedro Carvallo.
John van Vuuren highlight that the annexure at point 5.3 in the minutes was not attached, but will be available on the Necsa Website.

	John van Vuuren
Elliot Mulane
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	MATTERS ARISING
None.

	John van Vuuren
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	PSIF SURVEY FEEDBACK
The survey results were included in the packs, and John explained it to the attendees in short. The outcome of the results proved that most people found the presentations too technical and Necsa will work on this matter in future to simplify the presentations.

	John van Vuuren
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6.1

6.2


	NECSA RELATED ISSUES: FEEDBACK 
Emergency exercise
Kobus Theron used the same presentation as in the previous meeting with additions to the things that were addressed and corrected. Presentation was inserted into the packs.

In his presentation he highlighted the corrective actions that were taken, and those that are ongoing.

What progress did Madibeng make in terms of the corrective actions?
Kobus could not answer on behalf of Madibeng, but seeing that there is a good working relationship between Necsa and Madibeng, he could mention that they are well on track. 


	Kobus Theron

SHEQD



	
	Members expressed their disappointment that Madibeng, as local authority, was not present and did not contact either Necsa or the NNR for assistance with the corrective actions. It seemed as if Madibeng did not take this matter very serious. It should be highlighted that Necsa gave Madibeng assistance in terms of the procedures and that currently Kobus is happy with the progress, and Necsa is committed to the process.
Rob Adam’s view was that Necsa should investigate to what extent they can offer assistance, seeing that they are the first group who will be implicated if any accident or evacuation occurs. In the interest of Necsa as licensee, they need to change perceptions, and will always communicate emergencies, although they are not solely responsible for safety measures.
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	EMERGENCY PLANNING
A presentation that highlighted the emergency plan as well as the facelift that the Emergency Building underwent, was presented to the audience as proof of the upgrading that Necsa invested in. The ECC was upgraded and completed, and is now fully operational, as from 01 June 2010. Although the focus area is 5 km radius, the IAA suggested a 400 m radius in case of evacuations. Currently there are some informal settlements, as part of Atteridgeville, which do not fall within the 5 km radius.  
In future Necsa will report on progress in terms of new developments and emergency plans at every meeting.
This presentation was not included in the packs, but will be available on the website and distributed with the minutes. 

	Kobus Theron
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	NECSA COMMUNITY SERVICES FEEDBACK 
Although Necsa operates within the 25 km radius, it also assists in areas like Schoemansville, Broederstroom, Skeerpoort and Hennopsrivier, which is not within the radius. The most common callouts is for fire and motor accidents, where the emergency personnel of Necsa normally give assistance. There are no records available to show what the cost implications are to the company. This is a CSI investment and Necsa Employees get physical training, seeing that Necsa does not have any Nuclear Disasters. Necsa keeps records of the total callouts they receive on a quarterly basis, and this information is shared with the public during the PSIF meetings.
What can be done to the condition of Church Street?

Rob Adam mentioned that certain areas of Church Street, especially between Gates 2 & 3, is very dangerous and motorists like to speed in that area. It can be seen as a high accidental zone, and the best way probably to deal with it is to discuss the matter with the Department who is responsible for Roads.

According to Isabel, Necsa is looking into the matter to discuss it with the Department.


	Isabel Steyn
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	NECSA AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Rob Adam introduced John Walmsley an independent consultant in the Nuclear Industry to the meeting. John was invited as a specialist based on his experience and knowledge as there were some negative articles published in the Farmers Weekly and other publications, which contributed towards the misperception towards nuclear. 

	Rob Adam



	
	John is already 51 years in the Industry. He worked in Britain during the first quarter and came to South Africa during the second. Based on the articles that were in the publications, John was wanted to address the public on issues such as: The International Standards, Necsa’s adoption of standards, Radiation in general, and encourage people to participate in discussions around Nuclear.

He also would have liked to reply to the article that was placed by a person called Mary-Ann, who was apparently an inhabitant of Hartbeespoort. Seeing that the community at large was not present at the meeting, he could only advise Necsa on how to deal with publications and letters that are nuclear related.      

What advice does he have?
All publications must be answered promptly and if possible the reply must be published. It is also advisable to respond to the requests of the public, to ensure that the community do not have wrong perceptions.

What happened to the response on the Articles?

Elliot was in touch with the editor of Farmers Weekly, Chris Nel, and they agreed to publish Necsa’s response. In some cases Madibeng also passed calls from the public to Necsa, which were responded to. 

	Elliot Mulane
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	NIASA VIDEO
A NIASA video with information about available energy sources in the country is available for free and can be downloaded from www.niasa.co.za. Anyone who wants a copy of it can get it from Necsa, download it or order it from info@vdw.co.za. The idea is to distribute as many as possible video’s about the energy spectrum; therefore no limits are placed on the downloading of videos.

All concerns and queries can be forwarded to Necsa and NIASA, who will look into it. There is a summarised version of approximately 17 minutes and a longer version of 28 minutes available. 

	Elliot Mulane
Elliot.mulane@necsa.co.za
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	WAY FORWARD
The working group will meet to discuss the venue, costs and other related issues for the next meeting, in Atteridgeville on 18 September 2010.

The chairperson will contact a ward councillor of Atteridgeville, as community leader to assist in getting the right venue for the meeting.

The chairperson thanked everyone for attending the meeting and wished all the best of luck for the rest of the day.

	John van Vuuren
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	DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
18 September 2010 

Venue: Will be communicated.
Meeting adjourned at 11:30.
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